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Theater in Times of 
War, Theater of Peace?  
About the roles the (performing) arts can, 
must, should play or not

Im Zentrum stehen die beiden Forschungspro-
jekte «Ästhetisierung von Kriegsgewalt» und 
«Contemporary Art, Popular Culture and 
Peacebuilding in Eastern Europe». Wir spre-
chen über «Kunst und Instrumentalisierung» 
und die mögliche Bedeutung von Kunst im 
Zusammenhang mit Krieg und Frieden. Soll, 
kann, muss Kunst in Kriegskontexten einen 
Zweck erfüllen? Kann Kunst einen Beitrag zu 
Friedensprozessen leisten? 

Speakers: 
Rada Leu, ZHdK: Context Moldova 
Jörg Scheller, ZHdK: Poland 
Rana Yazaji, ZHdK: Armenia 
Darija Davidovic, HKB: Context Ukraine/Ex-YU
Diana Rojas, HKB: Context Colombia

Moderation: Priska Gisler
Host: Institute Practices & Theories in the Arts

Hinweis: Vortrag auf Englisch

This Research Wednesday revolves around 
the two research projects «Aestheticising war 
violence» and «Contemporary art, popular 
culture and peacebuilding in Eastern Europe». 
We will reflect on the significance of art in war 
contexts and its achievements in relation to 
peace endeavors. Should art fulfil a purpose 
in the context of war? Can it even do so? And 
can art make any contribution to peace 
processes?

We shall use the experience gained in five 
studies to ask whether art can be instrumen-
talised in the context of war and during peace 
processes (e.g. as a means of propaganda). 
And, conversely, whether art can be used and 
exploited unilaterally in certain situations of 
that kind.
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